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8th Grade History / Social Studies Standards Pacing By Nine Week Quarter 
 

 

Common Core Literacy in History / Social Studies Grades 6-8 
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Newly Introduced Standards 

RH 1, 2 
 

WHST 1, 4, 5, 6, 9 

RH 4, 5, 6 
 

WHST 2, 8 

RH 3, 7, 8 
 

WHST 1 

RH 9, 10 
 

WHST 3, 10 

Spiraling Standards 

 
 

RH 1, 2 
 

WHST 1, 4, 5, 6, 9 

RH 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 
 

WHST 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 

RH 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
 

WHST 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 

*RH10 & WHST10– Not specific standards to be taught, they are descriptions of the scope & depth of reading and writing that should take place over the course of the school year. 

 

CA ELD Standards 
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Part I: 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, 12 
 
Part II: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Part I: 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 
 
Part II: 1, 2, 6, 7 

Part I: 3, 6, 7, 10, 11 
 
Part II: 1, 2, 6, 7 

Part I: 6, 10 
 
Part II: 1, 2 

 

8th Grade History / Social Studies California State Standards 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Aug. 19-Oct. 23 (46 Days) Oct. 26-Jan. 15 (44 Days) Jan. 18-Mar. 23 (44 Days)  Apr. 4-June 8 (46 Days)  

Great Awakening, Declarations of 
Independence & Articles of 

Confederation 

  Constitution & 
Citizenship 

Nation Building & 
Westward Expansion 

Abolition, Civil War & 
Reconstruction 

8.1.1 
8.1.2 
8.1.4 

8.2.2 (1/2 – Articles of Confederation) 

8.2.2 (1/2 – Constitutional Convention) 
8.2.3 
8.2.6 
8.2.7 
8.3.6 

8.4.1 
8.4.2 
8.8.1 
8.8.2 
8.8.6 

8.9.5 
8.10.2 
8.10.4 
8.10.6 
8.11.1 
8.11.3 
8.11.5 
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8th Grade History / Social Studies California State Standards Pacing By Nine Week Quarter-YEARLY  
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Aug. 19-Oct. 23 (46 Days) Oct. 26-Jan. 15 (44 Days) Jan. 18-Mar. 23 (44 Days)  Apr. 4-June 8 (46 Days)  

Great Awakening, Declarations 
of Independence & Articles of 

Confederation 

Constitution & 
Citizenship 

Nation Building & 
Westward Expansion 

Abolition, Civil War & 
Reconstruction 

8.1. Students understand the major 
events preceding the founding of the 
nation and relate their significance to the 
development of American constitutional 
democracy.  

1. Describe the relationship between 
the moral and political ideas of the 
Great Awakening and the 
development of revolutionary fervor.  
 
2. Analyze the philosophy of 
government expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence, with an 
emphasis on government as a means 
of securing individual rights (e.g., key 
phrases such as “all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain unalienable 
Rights”).  
 
4. Describe the nation’s blend of civic 
republicanism, classical liberal 
principles, and English parliamentary 
traditions.  

 
8.2. Students analyze the political 
principles underlying the U.S. 
Constitution and compare the 
enumerated and implied powers of the 
federal government.  

2. Analyze the Articles of 
Confederation and the Constitution 
and the success of each in 
implementing the ideals of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

8.2. Students analyze the political principles 
underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the 
enumerated and implied powers of the federal 
government.  

2. Analyze the Articles of Confederation and 
the Constitution and the success of each in 
implementing the ideals of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
3. Evaluate the major debates that occurred 
during the development of the Constitution 
and their ultimate resolutions in such areas 
as shared power among institutions, divided 
state-federal power, slavery, the rights of 
individuals and states (later addressed by the 
addition of the Bill of Rights), and the status 
of American Indian nations under the 
commerce clause. 
 
6. Enumerate the powers of government set 
forth in the Constitution and the 
fundamental liberties ensured by the Bill of 
Rights.  
 
7. Describe the principles of federalism, dual 
sovereignty, separation of powers, checks 
and balances, the nature and purpose of 
majority rule, and the ways in which the 
American idea of constitutionalism preserves 
individual rights.  

 
8.3. Students understand the foundation of the 
American political system and the ways in which 
citizens participate in it.  

6. Describe the basic law-making process and 
how the Constitution provides numerous 
opportunities for citizens to participate in the 
political process and to monitor and 
influence government (e.g., function of 
elections, political parties, interest groups). 

8.4. Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the 
people of the new nation. 

1. Describe the country’s physical landscapes, 
political divisions, and territorial expansion during 
the terms of the first four presidents.  
 
2. Explain the policy significance of famous speeches 
(e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, Jefferson’s 
1801 Inaugural Address, John Q. Adams’s Fourth of 
July 1821 Address).  

 
8.8. Students analyze the divergent paths of the 
American people in the West from 1800 to the mid-
1800s and the challenges they faced.  

1. Discuss the election of Andrew Jackson as 
president in 1828, the importance of Jacksonian 
democracy, and his actions as president (e.g., the 
spoils system, veto of the National Bank, policy of 
Indian removal, opposition to the Supreme Court).  
 
2. Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic 
incentives associated with westward expansion, 
including the concept of Manifest Destiny (e.g., the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, accounts of the removal 
of Indians, the Cherokees’ “Trail of Tears,” 
settlement of the Great Plains) and the territorial 
acquisitions that spanned numerous decades.  
 
6. Describe the Texas War for Independence and the 
Mexican-American War, including territorial 
settlements, the aftermath of the wars, and the 
effects the wars had on the lives of Americans, 
including Mexican Americans today. 

 

 
 
 

*Research Report Due in Illuminate March 11, 2015 

8.9. Students analyze the early and steady attempts to 
abolish slavery and to realize the ideals of the 
Declaration of Independence.  

5. Analyze the significance of the States’ Rights 
Doctrine, the Missouri Compromise (1820), the 
Wilmot Proviso (1846), the Compromise of 1850, 
Henry Clay’s role in the Missouri Compromise and 
the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act (1854), the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision 
(1857), and the Lincoln-Douglas debates (1858).  

 
8.10. Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, 
and complex consequences of the Civil War. 

2. Trace the boundaries constituting the North 
and the South, the geographical differences 
between the two regions, and the differences 
between agrarians and industrialists.  
 
4. Discuss Abraham Lincoln’s presidency and his 
significant writings and speeches and their 
relationship to the Declaration of Independence, 
such as his “House Divided” speech (1858), 
Gettysburg Address (1863), Emancipation 
Proclamation (1863), and inaugural addresses 
(1861 and 1865).  
 
6. Describe critical developments and events in 
the war, including the major battles, geographical 
advantages and obstacles, technological 
advances, and General Lee’s surrender at 
Appomattox.  

 
8.11. Students analyze the character and lasting 
consequences of Reconstruction. 

1. List the original aims of Reconstruction and 
describe its effects on the political and social 
structures of different regions.  
 
3. Understand the effects of the Freedmen’s 
Bureau and the restrictions placed on the rights 
and opportunities of freedmen, including racial 
segregation and “Jim Crow” laws.  
 
5. Understand the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and 
Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution and 
analyze their connection to Reconstruction. 
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Great Awakening, Declarations 
of Independence & Articles of 

Confederation 
CCSS Literacy/ Writing Standards CA ELD Standards 

8.1. Students understand the major events 

preceding the founding of the nation and 
relate their significance to the development 
of American constitutional democracy.  

1. Describe the relationship between 

the moral and political ideas of the 
Great Awakening and the development 
of revolutionary fervor.  
 

2. Analyze the philosophy of 

government expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence, with an 
emphasis on government as a means of 
securing individual rights (e.g., key 
phrases such as “all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
creator with certain unalienable 
Rights”).  
 

4. Describe the nation’s blend of civic 

republicanism, classical liberal 
principles, and English parliamentary 
traditions.  

 

8.2. Students analyze the political 

principles underlying the U.S. Constitution 
and compare the enumerated and implied 
powers of the federal government.  

2. Analyze the Articles of Confederation 

and the Constitution and the success of 
each in implementing the ideals of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

RH 8.1 – Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources. 
 

RH 8.2 – Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. 
 

WHST 8.1 - Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, 
acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the 
reasons and evidence logically. 
 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, 
using credible sources. 
 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion 
and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the argument presented. 

 

WHST 8.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization, and style are appropriate 
to task, purpose, and audience. 
 

WHST 8.5 - With some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience 
have been addressed. 
 

WHST 8.6 - Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 
 

WHST 8.9 - Draw evidence from informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Part 1: Interacting in Meaningful Ways 
 
8.3 – Offering and justifying opinions, 
negotiating with and persuading others in 
communicative exchanges. 
 
8.4 – Adapting language choices to various 
contexts (based on task, purpose, audience, 
and text type) 
 
8.6 – Reading closely literary and 
informational texts and viewing multimedia 
to determine how meaning is conveyed 
explicitly and implicitly through language. 
 
8.10 – Writing literary and informational 
texts to present, describe, and explain ideas 
and information, using appropriate 
technology. 
 
8.11 – Justifying own arguments and 
evaluating others’ arguments in writing. 
 
8.12 – Selecting and applying varied and 
precise vocabulary and other language 
resources to effectively convey ideas. 
 
Part 2: Learning About How English Works 
 
8.1 – Understanding text structure. 

8.2 – Understanding cohesion. 

8.3 – Using verbs and verb phrases. 

8.4 – Using nouns and noun phrases. 

8.5 – Modifying to add details. 

8.6 – Connecting ideas. 

8.7 – Condensing ideas. 
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Constitution & Citizenship CCSS Literacy/ Writing Standards CA ELD Standards 
8.2. Students analyze the political principles 

underlying the U.S. Constitution and compare the 
enumerated and implied powers of the federal 
government.  

2. Analyze the Articles of Confederation and the 

Constitution and the success of each in 
implementing the ideals of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 

3. Evaluate the major debates that occurred 

during the development of the Constitution and 
their ultimate resolutions in such areas as shared 
power among institutions, divided state-federal 
power, slavery, the rights of individuals and 
states (later addressed by the addition of the Bill 
of Rights), and the status of American Indian 
nations under the commerce clause. 
 

6. Enumerate the powers of government set 

forth in the Constitution and the fundamental 
liberties ensured by the Bill of Rights.  

 

7. Describe the principles of federalism, dual 

sovereignty, separation of powers, checks and 
balances, the nature and purpose of majority 
rule, and the ways in which the American idea of 
constitutionalism preserves individual rights.  

 

8.3. Students understand the foundation of the 

American political system and the ways in which 
citizens participate in it.  

6. Describe the basic law-making process and 

how the Constitution provides numerous 
opportunities for citizens to participate in the 
political process and to monitor and influence 
government (e.g., function of elections, political 
parties, interest groups).  

RH 8.4 – Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies. 
 

RH 8.5 - Describe how a text presents information (e.g., 
sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
 

RH 8.6 - Identify aspects of a text that reveal an 
author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
 

WHST 8.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 

follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information 
into broader categories as appropriate to 
achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

  

WHST 8.8 - Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 

Part 1: Interacting in Meaningful Ways 
 

8.6 – Reading closely literary and 
informational texts and viewing multimedia 
to determine how meaning is conveyed 
explicitly and implicitly through language. 
 
8.7 – Evaluating how well writers and 
speakers use language to support ideas 
and arguments with details or evidence 
depending on modality, text type, purpose, 
audience, topic and content area. 
 
8.8 – Analyzing how writers and speakers 
use vocabulary and other language 
resources for specific purposes (to explain, 
persuade, entertain, etc.) depending on 
modality, text type, purpose, audience, 
topic, and content area.  
 
8.10 – Writing literary and informational 
texts to present, describe, and explain ideas 
and information, using appropriate 
technology. 
 
8.11 – Justifying own arguments and 
evaluating others’ arguments in writing. 
 
Part 2: Learning About How English Works 
 

8.1 – Understanding text structure. 

8.2 – Understanding cohesion. 

8.6 – Connecting ideas. 

8.7 – Condensing ideas. 
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Nation Building & 
Westward Expansion 

CCSS Literacy/ Writing Standards CA ELD Standards 

8.4. Students analyze the aspirations and 

ideals of the people of the new nation. 

1. Describe the country’s physical 

landscapes, political divisions, and 
territorial expansion during the terms of 
the first four presidents.  
 

2. Explain the policy significance of 

famous speeches (e.g., Washington’s 
Farewell Address, Jefferson’s 1801 
Inaugural Address, John Q. Adams’s 
Fourth of July 1821 Address).  

 

8.8. Students analyze the divergent paths of 

the American people in the West from 1800 to 
the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.  

1. Discuss the election of Andrew 

Jackson as president in 1828, the 
importance of Jacksonian democracy, 
and his actions as president (e.g., the 
spoils system, veto of the National Bank, 
policy of Indian removal, opposition to 
the Supreme Court).  
 

2. Describe the purpose, challenges, and 

economic incentives associated with 
westward expansion, including the 
concept of Manifest Destiny (e.g., the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, accounts of 
the removal of Indians, the Cherokees’ 
“Trail of Tears,” settlement of the Great 
Plains) and the territorial acquisitions 
that spanned numerous decades.  
 

6. Describe the Texas War for 

Independence and the Mexican-
American War, including territorial 
settlements, the aftermath of the wars, 
and the effects the wars had on the lives 
of Americans, including Mexican 
Americans today.  

RH 8.3 – Identify key steps in a text's 
description of a process related to history/social 
studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how 
interest rates are raised or lowered). 
 
RH 8.7 – Integrate visual information (e.g., in 
charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 
with other information in print and digital texts. 
 
RH 8.8 – Distinguish among fact, opinion, and 
reasoned judgment in a text. 
 

WHST 8.1 - Write arguments focused 
on discipline-specific content. 

a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, 
acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant, accurate data and evidence that 
demonstrate an understanding of the topic 
or text, using credible sources. 
 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, 
and evidence. 
 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section 
that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

 

*(Research Report Due in Illuminate: March 11, 2016) 

Part 1: Interacting in Meaningful Ways 
 

8.3 – Offering and justifying opinions, 
negotiating with and persuading others in 
communicative exchanges. 
 
8.6 – Reading closely literary and informational 
texts and viewing multimedia to determine how 
meaning is conveyed explicitly and implicitly 
through language. 
 
8.7 – Evaluating how well writers and speakers 
use language to support ideas and arguments 
with details or evidence depending on modality, 
text type, purpose, audience, topic and content 
area. 
 
8.10 – Writing literary and informational texts to 
present, describe, and explain ideas and 
information, using appropriate technology. 
 
8.11 – Justifying own arguments and evaluating 
others’ arguments in writing. 
 
Part 2: Learning About How English Works 
 

8.1 – Understanding text structure. 

8.2 – Understanding cohesion. 

8.6 – Connecting ideas. 

8.7 – Condensing ideas. 
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Abolition, Civil War & 

Reconstruction 

CCSS Literacy/ Writing 
Standards 

CA ELD Standards 

8.9. Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish 

slavery and to realize the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.  
5. Analyze the significance of the States’ Rights Doctrine, the 

Missouri Compromise (1820), the Wilmot Proviso (1846), the 
Compromise of 1850, Henry Clay’s role in the Missouri 
Compromise and the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act (1854), the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision (1857), and the 
Lincoln-Douglas debates (1858).  

 

8.10. Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and complex 

consequences of the Civil War. 

2. Trace the boundaries constituting the North and the South, 

the geographical differences between the two regions, and the 
differences between agrarians and industrialists.  
 

4. Discuss Abraham Lincoln’s presidency and his significant 

writings and speeches and their relationship to the Declaration 
of Independence, such as his “House Divided” speech (1858), 
Gettysburg Address (1863), Emancipation Proclamation (1863), 
and inaugural addresses (1861 and 1865).  
 

6. Describe critical developments and events in the war, 

including the major battles, geographical advantages and 
obstacles, technological advances, and General Lee’s surrender 
at Appomattox.  

 

8.11. Students analyze the character and lasting consequences of 

Reconstruction. 

1. List the original aims of Reconstruction and describe its 

effects on the political and social structures of different regions.  
 

3. Understand the effects of the Freedmen’s Bureau and the 

restrictions placed on the rights and opportunities of freedmen, 
including racial segregation and “Jim Crow” laws.  
 

5. Understand the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth 

Amendments to the Constitution and analyze their connection 
to Reconstruction. 

RH 8.9 - Analyze the relationship 
between a primary and secondary 
source on the same topic. 
 
RH 8.10 - By the end of grade 8, read 
and comprehend history/social 
studies texts in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
 
WHST 8.3 –   In history/social studies, 
students must be able to incorporate 
narrative accounts into their analyses 
of individuals or events of historical 
import. 
 
WHST 8.10 – Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time for 
reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

 

Part 1: Interacting in Meaningful 
Ways 
 

8.6 – Reading closely literary and 
informational texts and viewing 
multimedia to determine how 
meaning is conveyed explicitly and 
implicitly through language. 
 
8.10 – Writing literary and 
informational texts to present, 
describe, and explain ideas and 
information, using appropriate 
technology.  
 
Part 2: Learning About How English 
Works 
 

8.1 – Understanding text structure. 

8.2 – Understanding cohesion. 


