
Elementary School 
Daily Lessons

WEEK 2



Resources Overview

Our mission is to provide simple yet engaging daily lessons that will help 
young learners stay engaged within core disciplines—ELA, Social Studies 
and Science—as well as an extracurricular activity. Every week we will select 
a new theme per subject.

Please note that resources, which may include Newsela articles, videos from
various content providers, or external activities will be hyperlinked in the 
activities.

Finally, here is a weekly checklist students can use to track their daily 
progress.

https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/Weekly_Activities_Check_List.pdf


Grades 3-5
● Day 1
● Day 2
● Day 3
● Day 4
● Day 5
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DAY 1

ELA [20-25 mins] 
Read the story A Cheer for Charlie. After reading the
story respond to the following questions:

● What type of community did Charlie belong to?
● How do you know?

Challenge Alert!
Text to self connection: Have you ever belonged to a
community similar to Charlie’s in the story? Write a 
story about it!

Social Studies [15-20 minutes] 
Explore the different types of communities you might 
be part of by reading about them in this article!

Choose four communities you are part of and create a
symbol to represent what each type of community
means to you!

Science [15-20 minutes]
Look at this cartoon showing how someone might 
move on different planets, the Sun, and the Moon. 

Then, write a short response to the following question:
● What do you notice? 
● What might explain the differences?

Then, look at this infographic. Does this information
change your explanation about what is shown in the
cartoon?

Explore: Self Portrait [20 minutes] 
Parent supervision advised

Art is all around you, and today you will be a curator, 
and your home will be the museum! A curator is 
responsible for finding and selecting items to display in 
a museum. Decide on a theme, what is something you 
want to focus on highlighting in your home? (Toys, 
games, pictures, shoes, anything!) Select 4-6 items to 
display and prepare a short remark summarizing why 
you picked the items. Practice your remarks with a 
caregiver, sibling or pet!

https://newsela.com/read/ela-cheer-for-charlie/id/2001006308/?_flash_query_param_1=339?
https://newsela.com/read/lib-types-of-communities/id/2001006376/?collection_id=339&search_id=72503fc4-2f8b-4fef-813d-b34e22df3cb8
https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/Communities_.pdf
https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/Communities_.pdf
https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/NewselaGravityPlanetPull.jpg?width=750&compression=85&position=centered
https://newsela.com/read/lib-multimedia-gfx-gravity-planets/id/2000003293/?collection_id=4


DAY 2

ELA [20-25 minutes]
Read the story The Grandad and the Dandelion. As 
you are reading, think about what type of community 
the characters are in. 

After reading, create a Help Wanted Advertisement for 
Grandad’s role in the story. Think about how he 
brought people in the community together. 

Social Studies [15-20 minutes] 

Explore a community career by reading about 
Community Rangers!

When you are done reading, share an interesting fact 
you learned about community rangers with a 
caregiver, loved one, or friend!

Science [20-25 minutes]
Read the article How does gravity pull things down to 
Earth?. 

After reading, explain to an adult why it is that the 
force of gravity is greater on the Sun than it is on Earth 
or the moon.

Explore: Self Portrait [20 minutes] 
Find something to write with and something to write on 
(e.g. paper and pencil, colored pencils, tablet, etc.) 
Draw a self portrait that expresses who you are!

https://newsela.com/read/ela-grandad-dandelion/id/53936/?_flash_query_param_1=339?
https://media.newsela.com/article_media/extra/HelpWantedAdvertisementGraphicOrganizer.pdf
https://newsela.com/read/dream-job-community-ranger/id/23560/?collection_id=156&search_id=a37f93b6-e41c-4aa7-9c7d-47906378ba78
https://newsela.com/read/how-does-gravity-work
https://newsela.com/read/how-does-gravity-work


DAY 3

ELA [15-20 minutes] 

Read the story The Bell of Atri: an Italian story. After 
reading answer the following and draw an illustration 
to go with it:

● How does the community in the story come 
together?

Social Studies [15-20 minutes] 

Explore ways that neighborhood communities are 
coming together during the time of distance learning 
by reading about “bear hunts”!

When you are done reading, think of a way that your 
neighborhood community can come together and 
share it with a caregiver, loved one, or friend.

Science [15-20 minutes]
Choose one of these two articles to read:

● Four forces on a rocket. 
● Four forces on an airplane

Then, draw a diagram showing either a rocket or an 
airplane in motion. Be sure to include labels showing 
the forces that are involved.

Explore: Thanking healthcare providers

[20 minutes] 
Healthcare providers are working extremely hard to care 
for people who have fallen ill. Thank the healthcare 
workers by writing a thank you card with drawings that 
express your appreciation. Ask a caregiver or an adult to 
take a picture of the card and email it to 
pics4provers@gmail.com, your card will be shared with 
the healthcare workers. 

(This project is related to the “Pics for Providers” led by 
Tari Brodsky.) 

https://newsela.com/read/ela-bell-of-atri/id/53180/?_flash_query_param_1=339?
https://newsela.com/read/teddy-bears-windows-coronavirus/id/2001007374/?search_id=0f5f0831-9bfa-481d-b781-048035272449
https://newsela.com/read/lib-nasa-four-forces-on-rocket/id/23124/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-nasa-forces-airplane/id/22058/?_flash_query_param_1=154
mailto:pics4provers@gmail.com


DAY 4

ELA [15-20 minutes] 
Read one way humans help animals by reading How 
this busy animal rescue gets by with just four full-time 
employees. 

After you have finished reading, create a comic strip 
portraying the people, animals and events from the 
article. 

Social Studies [15-20 minutes] 
Explore ways that humans help the animals that live in 

different communities by reading about Adoption 

Agents!

When you are done reading, jot down other jobs in 
your communities that help people and animals.

Science [15-20 minutes]
Tomorrow you will do an experiment! You will be racing two 

cans down a ramp. One can will be full (unopened) and the 

other empty. Write down what you think will happen and 

why. Then, begin gathering these materials: 

● Two soup, bean, or soda cans (one empty, one full)
● A hollow sphere, such as an inflatable ball
● A solid sphere, such as a marble
● Cardboard box or stack of books
● Flat, rigid material to use as a ramp, such as a long 

piece of cardboard, poster board, or wooden board. 

Explore:Self Expression [30 minutes] 

You are unique! Many things make you who you are. 
Find something to draw with and a piece of paper. In 
the center of the paper draw a vertical line and a 
horizontal line. You should have 4 squares when you 
are done. In each square draw something that 
expresses who you are or what makes you unique. 

https://newsela.com/read/virginia-animal-rescue/id/2000000779/?collection_id=339
https://newsela.com/read/virginia-animal-rescue/id/2000000779/?collection_id=339
https://newsela.com/read/virginia-animal-rescue/id/2000000779/?collection_id=339
https://newsela.com/read/dream-job-animal-adoption-agent/id/22856/?collection_id=339&search_id=ee9bab63-74b0-4d5c-aa65-d09f23e631d2
https://newsela.com/read/dream-job-animal-adoption-agent/id/22856/?collection_id=339&search_id=ee9bab63-74b0-4d5c-aa65-d09f23e631d2


DAY 5

ELA [20-25 mins] 

Read the article, He wrote 120 letters to tell students 
how special they are. Some cried. As you are reading, 
think about the type of community that is represented 
in this article. 

After you are done reading, write a letter to any of the 
teachers or adults you have worked with to let them 
know how much you appreciate the work they do. 

Social Studies [15-20 minutes] 

Explore ways that you can give back to your school 
community by reading about different ways you can 
support your teachers!

When you are done reading, write down way that you 
can support your teachers- even from afar!

Science [30-40 minutes]
It is time for the experiment! Full details are in the 
article Experiment: A downhill rolling race. 
Once you’ve done the experiment, record the 
following:

● Observations: What happened? Were there 
any differences between the empty and full 
cans?

● Explanations: What might explain the 
differences you observed?

● Questions: What else are you wondering 
about how gravity affects different objects?

Explore: Dance Dance! [30 minutes] 
Dance is a form of art! Select your favorite song and 
create a short dance routine! Teach your routine to a 
caregiver, sibling or someone who is available!

For some inspiration consider watching the baby shark 
dance routine.  

https://newsela.com/read/elem-teacher-writes-letters-to-students/id/36533/?collection_id=6&search_id=b21a6250-c566-46cb-8535-cd36e602c0cd
https://newsela.com/read/elem-teacher-writes-letters-to-students/id/36533/?collection_id=6&search_id=b21a6250-c566-46cb-8535-cd36e602c0cd
https://newsela.com/read/teacher-appreciation/id/51714/?collection_id=73&search_id=a16783b3-0a0c-4957-9ee8-bd668bdf5861
https://newsela.com/read/lib-rolling-race-experiment/id/2001007135/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqZsoesa55w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqZsoesa55w

