
Pittsburg High School  

AP Government Summer Assignments  

2016 – 2017 School Year  
  

This college-level course is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college course 
and can earn students college credit.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote time 
to homework and study, are necessary to succeed.  Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills 
and essay writing.  
  
I am asking that you complete the four summer assignments to help prepare you for the class.  These 
assignments will enhance your knowledge of American Government and will enable us to begin the course as 
soon as school begins.  Remember, you chose to be in this class and your success will depend upon your 
willingness’s to prepare for it.  

  

  

1. Read the United States Constitution.  Know it well.    

• Read each article AND section. Know the content of the sections; powers of Congress, 

President and the Supreme Court; requirements of membership; how members are 

elected; content of the amendments.    

• Complete the FOUR page worksheet.  Due Wednesday August 17th.  No assignment 
will be accepted late.  No exceptions.  Assignment worth possible 200 points.  Failure 
to do this assignment will affect your grade dramatically.   

 

2. Read excerpts of John Locke’s Second Treaties of Civil Government.    

• Do the questions on a separate sheet of paper.  Attached your answer to the 

questions.  

• This assignment is worth 55 points.  

• Due Wednesday August 17th. 

  

3. Read the attached history of why the Federalist Papers were written and the          
excerpts selected papers.  

• Answer all questions on a separate piece of paper.  Write out the questions and 
underline or highlight them.  

• Attached excerpts and questions to your answers.  

• Due Wednesday August 17th.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  Assignment 

is worth 100 points.  

 

4. Due Friday August 19th. Know the names of the following public officials (we have a  

test the 1st Friday of school).  

 

 US Executive Branch 

    

 President (Democrat and Republican candidate) 

 Vice President (Democrat and Republican candidate) 

 Secretary of State (current) 

 Secretary of Defense (current) 

 Secretary of the Treasury (current) 

 Attorney General (current) 



 White House Chief of Staff (current) 

 Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board (current) 

 Chairman of the OMB (current) 

  

US Legislative Branch 

 Majority Leader of the US Senate (current) 

 Speaker of the House of Representatives (current) 

 California’s two US Senators (one is current, the other is retiring so who are the 

Democrat and Republican candidates to replace her?) 

 US Congressman from the 11th District (current) 

 

 US Supreme Court 

 All nine members (also know which is the Chief Justice) 

 

 California Executive Branch  

 Governor (current) 

 Lt. Governor (current) 

 Attorney General (current) 

 

 California State Legislative Branch 

 California Assemblyperson for the 14th district (current) 

 California Senator from the 7th district (current) 

 

**NO EXCUSE WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR INCOMPLETE WORK.  PLEASE CONTACT ME IF YOU 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS.  MY EMAIL IS amulligan@pittsburg.k12.ca.us  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AP Government Summer Reading Assignment  

  

Name _________________________                              

  

THE US CONSTITUTION  
Available at: http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html or 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.overview.html  

  

Directions: Read the US Constitution and complete the following questions directly on this handout. We will 

discuss this the second day of class and you will be responsible for this information on the first test.  

  

PART I - THE OVERALL STRUCTURE OF THE CONSTITUTION  

  

1. Read each article of the Constitution. Summarize the general purpose or subject of each article in one or 

two           sentences in the chart below.  

      

Article I    

  

Article II    

  

Article III    

  

Article IV    

  

Article V     

Article VI    

  

Article VII    

  

  

2. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the House?  

    ___________________________________________________________________________  

  

3. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the Senate?  

    ___________________________________________________________________________  

  

4. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for the President?  

    ___________________________________________________________________________  

  

5. What is the term of House member?  ______________  What is the term of a Senator?  ______________  

     What is the term of the President?  ________________  How may someone serve as President?  _______  

  

6. Who fills a vacant seat in the House?  ______________________________  

  



7. How many Senators does each state have?  _______________   How many House members does each state         

have?  _______________________________________________  

  

8. Who is the leader of the House?  __________________  President of the Senate?  ___________________  

  

9. Who determines the pay of Congress?  _____________________  President?  ______________________  

  

10. Any bill raising revenue must begin in which house? ___________________________  

  

11. Who follows the President and Vice President in succession?  ___________________________________  

  

12. Who has the power to admit new states?  __________________________________  

  

13. The powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted to the branches of government or to office        

holders are called express powers.  

  

a. Identify two express powers of the president.  

_____________________________________________________________________________ b. 

What are the express powers of the vice president?  

_____________________________________________________________________________ c. 

Identify two express powers of Congress.  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

  

14. According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of the government must have control over        

the other branches. Look at the first three articles of the Constitution and identify one of each type of       

checks and balances. Indicate where each power is listed in the Constitution.  

  

a. A power that the executive branch has over the legislative branch:       

      _______________________________________________________________________  

       

    This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution ________________  

  

b. A power that the executive branch holds over the judicial branch.       

      ________________________________________________________________________  

       

     This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution ________________  

  

c. A power that the legislative branch holds over the executive branch.    

      ________________________________________________________________________  

       

    This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution ________________  

  

d. A power that the legislative branch holds over the judicial branch.    

       ________________________________________________________________________  



      

      This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution ________________  

  

e. A power that the judicial branch holds over the executive branch.   

      _________________________________________________________________________  

       

     This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution ________________  

  

f. A power that the judicial branch holds over the legislative branch.   

      _________________________________________________________________________  

       

     This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution ________________  

  

15. According to Article I of the Constitution, who has the power to declare war?  

      ___________________________________________________________________________________  

  

16. What power does the Constitution give the President in the area of war?  

     ___________________________________________________________________________________  

  

  

PART II - MAJORITY AND SUPERMAJORITY  

The Constitution requires a simple majority for some actions and a supermajority for others. A simple 

majority means more than half, while supermajority requirements can involve a 2/3 majority or a 3/4 majority. 

Most elections in the United States require a plurality, or the most votes, but not necessarily a majority.  

  

1. a. What bodies have the power to override a presidential veto? ________________________  

b. What margin is required to override a presidential veto? ___________________________  

c. Where in the Constitution is the veto power described? ____________________________  

  

2. a. What body has the power to ratify treaties? ______________________________________  

b. What margin is required to ratify treaties? ______________________________________  

c. Where in the Constitution is the ratification power described? ______________________  

  

3. To impeach means “to bring charges against” or “to indict”.  

a. What body has the power to impeach the president? ______________________________  

b. Where in the Constitution is the impeachment power described? ____________________  

  

4. a. What body has the power to convict the president of charges brought against him in the impeachment 

process and thereby remove him from the presidency? ___________________  

b. What margin is required to convict and remove a president? ________________________  

c. Where in the Constitution is the impeachment power described? _____________________  

  

5. a. What body has the power to accept or reject a president’s nominations to the Supreme Court?  

     __________________________  



b. What margins is required to elevate a president’s nominee to a seat on the Court? ______  

c. Where in the Constitution are judicial nominations described? _____________________  

d. How long does a Supreme Court justice serve?  _________________________  

  

6. a. If no candidate for the presidency wins a simple majority of the total number of electoral votes,                         

what body has the power to choose the president? ______________________________  

b. What margin is required to choose the president? _______________________________  

c. Where in the Constitution is the Electoral College described? (Hint: there are two parts)  

  

7. The Constitution specifies a three-fourths majority for just one process. What?  

    ___________________________________________________________________________________  

  

8. See Article VI. Explain the supremacy clause in your own words. ______________________________  

  

    ___________________________________________________________________________________  

  

9. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be proposed? _______________________  

  

    ___________________________________________________________________________________  

  

10. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be ratified? ________________________  

  

      __________________________________________________________________________________  

  

11. How many states had to ratify the Constitution for it to go into effect?  _________________________  

  

Part III - THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION  

The first ten amendments to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights protect citizens from the will of the majority. In 

other words, no majority could vote to take these rights away. Read each amendment to the Constitution and 

answer the questions below.  

  

1. Outline the general purpose of the first 10 Amendments.  

  

Amendment 1    

  

Amendment 2    

  

Amendment 3    

  

Amendment 4    

  

Amendment 5    

  



Amendment 6    

  

Amendment 7    

  

Amendment 8    

  

Amendment 9    

  

Amendment 10    

  

  

11. Which amendment(s) of the Constitution protect the rights of women? ____________________________  

  

12. Summarize what this amendment(s) of the Constitution says_____________________________________  

  

13. Which amendments (s) of the Constitution protect the rights of African Americans? __________________  

  

14. How were US Senators chosen before the Seventeenth Amendment? _____________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________________________  

  

15. The Twenty-Fifth Amendment describes the sequence of events that would install the vice president as      

acting president against the will of the president. Outline that sequence of events.  

      ____________________________________________________________________________________  

      ____________________________________________________________________________________  

      ____________________________________________________________________________________  

      ____________________________________________________________________________________          

      ____________________________________________________________________________________   

  



**Answer the questions on a SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER. 

 

John Locke’s Second Treatise of Civil Government 
Available at: http://www.constitution.org/jl/2ndtreat.htm  

  

Directions: Read the following sections of John Locke’s Second Treatise of Civil Government and answer 

the questions on a separate sheet of paper.  

  

Chapter II – On the State of Nature  

  

1. Summarize Locke’s description of the state of nature.  

  

Chapter IX  

  

1. Summarize the first question Locke poses in paragraph one of this section.  

  

2. The great chief end, therefore, of men uniting into commonwealth, and putting themselves under      

government is ……..  

  

3. List two of the three wants Locke list next  

  

4. What “inconveniences” are discussed in the next paragraph?  

  

5. What two powers does Locke say man has?  

  

6. What does man give up as result?  

  

Chapter XI  

  

1. The great end of man’s entering into society is what?  

  

2. What are some the “bounds of trust” that are discussed in Section 142?  

  

  

Summary  

  

1. What documents in American politics are influenced by John Locke?  

  

2. What parts of government and ways of thinking can be traced to Locke?  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 **Answer the questions on a SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER. 

 

Federalist Papers Assignment:  
  

Directions: Read the entire content of this assignment carefully, before you begin. Then answer the questions 

after each Federalist Paper cited.  

  

A nation without a national government is, in my view, an awful spectacle.  

  

–Alexander Hamilton, The Federalist Papers, No. 85  

  

After the Revolutionary War, many Americans realized that the government established by the Articles of 

Confederation was not working. America needed a new form of government. It had to be strong enough to 

maintain national unity over a large geographic area, but not so strong as to become a tyranny.  

  

Unable to find an exact model in history to fit America’s unique situation, delegates met at Philadelphia in 1787 

to create their own solution to the problem. Their creation was the United States Constitution.  

  

Before the Constitution could become “the supreme law of the land,” it had to be ratified or approved by at least 

nine of the thirteen states. When the delegates to the Philadelphia Convention signed the Constitution on 

September 17, 1787, they knew ratification would not be easy. Many people were bitterly opposed to the proposed 

new system of government. A public debate soon erupted in each of the states over whether the new Constitution 

should be accepted. More important, it was a crucial debate on the future of the United States.  

  
The Federalist Papers:  

  

Nowhere was the furor over the proposed Constitution more intense than in New York.  Within days after it was 

signed, the Constitution became the subject of widespread criticism in the New York newspapers. Many 

commentators charged that the Constitution diminished the rights Americans had won in the Revolution.  

  

Fearful that the cause for the Constitution might be lost in his home state, Alexander Hamilton devised a plan to 

write a series of letters or essays rebutting the critics. It is not surprising that Hamilton, a brilliant lawyer, came 

forward at this moment to defend the new Constitution. At Philadelphia, he was the only New Yorker to have 

signed the Constitution. The other New York delegates had angrily left the Convention convinced that the rights 

of the people were being abandoned.    

  
Hamilton himself was very much in favor of strengthening the central government. Hamilton’s Constitution 

would have called for a president elected for life with the power to appoint state governors. Hamilton soon backed 

away from these ideas, and decided that the Constitution, as written, was the best one possible.   

  

Hamilton published his first essay in the New York Independent Journal on October 27, 1787. He signed the 

articles with the Roman name “Publius.” (The use of pseudonyms by writers on public affairs was a common 

practice.) Hamilton soon recruited two others, James Madison and John Jay, to contribute essays to the series. 

They also used the pseudonym “Publius.”  

  

James Madison, sometimes called the Father of the Constitution, had played a major role during the Philadelphia 

Convention. As a delegate from Virginia, he participated actively in the debates. He also kept detailed notes of 

the proceedings and drafted much of the Constitution.  

  



Unlike Hamilton and Madison, John Jay of New York had not been a delegate to the Constitutional Convention. 

A judge and diplomat, he was serving as secretary of foreign affairs in the national government.  

  

Between October 1787 and August 1788, “Publius” wrote 85 essays in several New York newspapers. Hamilton 

wrote over 60 percent of these essays and helped with the writing of others. Madison probably wrote about a third 

of them with Jay composing the rest.  

  

The essays had an immediate impact on the ratification debate in New York and in the other states. The demand 

for reprints was so great that one New York newspaper publisher printed the essays together in two volumes 

entitled The Federalist, A Collection of Essays, written in favor of the New Constitution, By a Citizen of New 

York. By this time the identity of “Publius,” never a well-kept secret, was pretty well known.  

  

The Federalist, also called The Federalist Papers, has served two very different purposes in American history.  

The 85 essays succeeded by helping to persuade doubtful New Yorkers to ratify the Constitution. Today, The 

Federalist Papers helps us to more clearly understand what the writers of the Constitution had in mind when they 

drafted that amazing document 200 years ago. What follow are quotations from several essays in The Federalist 

Papers. After each are questions. Use the internet if you want to view the full copy of each of the Federalist 

Papers. There are many sites were you can view them free of charge.  

  

  

Federalist Paper 10 – Alexander Hamilton  

  

AMONG the numerous advantages promised by a well constructed Union, none deserves to be more accurately 

developed than its tendency to break and control the violence of faction. The friend of popular governments never 

finds himself so much alarmed for their character and fate, as when he contemplates their propensity to this 

dangerous vice. He will not fail, therefore, to set a due value on any plan which, without violating the principles 

to which he is attached, provides a proper cure for it.  

By a faction, I understand a number of citizens, whether amounting to a majority or a minority of the whole, who 

are united and actuated by some common impulse of passion, or of interest, adversed to the rights of other citizens, 

or to the permanent and aggregate interests of the community.  

There are two methods of curing the mischiefs of faction: the one, by removing its causes; the other, by controlling 

its effects. There are again two methods of removing the causes of faction: the one, by destroying the liberty which 

is essential to its existence; the other, by giving to every citizen the same opinions, the same passions, and the 

same interests.  

It could never be more truly said than of the first remedy, that it was worse than the disease. Liberty is to faction 

what air is to fire, an aliment without which it instantly expires. But it could not be less folly to abolish liberty, 

which is essential to political life, because it nourishes faction, than it would be to wish the annihilation of air, 

which is essential to animal life, because it imparts to fire its destructive agency.  

The second expedient is as impracticable as the first would be unwise. As long as the reason of man continues 

fallible, and he is at liberty to exercise it, different opinions will be formed. As long as the connection subsists 

between his reason and his self-love, his opinions and his passions will have a reciprocal influence on each other; 

and the former will be objects to which the latter will attach themselves. The diversity in the faculties of men, 

from which the rights of property originate, is not less an insuperable obstacle to a uniformity of interests. The 

protection of these faculties is the first object of government. From the protection of different and unequal 

faculties of acquiring property, the possession of different degrees and kinds of property immediately results; and 



from the influence of these on the sentiments and views of the respective proprietors, ensues a division of the 

society into different interests and parties.  

  

The latent causes of faction are thus sown in the nature of man; and we see them everywhere brought into different 

degrees of activity, according to the different circumstances of civil society. A zeal for different opinions 

concerning religion, concerning government, and many other points, as well of speculation as of practice; an 

attachment to different leaders ambitiously contending for pre-eminence and power; or to persons of other 

descriptions whose fortunes have been interesting to the human passions, have, in turn, divided mankind into 

parties, inflamed them with mutual animosity, and rendered them much more disposed to vex and oppress each 

other than to co-operate for their common good. So strong is this propensity of mankind to fall into mutual 

animosities, that where no substantial occasion presents itself, the most frivolous and fanciful distinctions have 

been sufficient to kindle their unfriendly passions and excite their most violent conflicts. But the most common 

and durable source of factions has been the various and unequal distribution of property. Those who hold and 

those who are without property have ever formed distinct interests in society. Those who are creditors, and those 

who are debtors, fall under a like discrimination. A landed interest, a manufacturing interest, a mercantile 

interest, a moneyed interest, with many lesser interests, grow up of necessity in civilized nations, and divide them 

into different classes, actuated by different sentiments and views. The regulation of these various and interfering 

interests forms the principal task of modern legislation, and involves the spirit of party and faction in the 

necessary and ordinary operations of the government.  

It must be confessed that in this, as in most other cases, there is a mean, on both sides of which inconveniences 

will be found to lie. By enlarging too much the number of electors, you render the representatives too little 

acquainted with all their local circumstances and lesser interests; as by reducing it too much, you render him 

unduly attached to these, and too little fit to comprehend and pursue great and national objects. The federal 

Constitution forms a happy combination in this respect; the great and aggregate interests being referred to the 

national, the local and particular to the State legislatures.  

The other point of difference is, the greater number of citizens and extent of territory which may be brought within 

the compass of republican than of democratic government; and it is this circumstance principally which renders 

factious combinations less to be dreaded in the former than in the latter. The smaller the society, the fewer 

probably will be the distinct parties and interests composing it; the fewer the distinct parties and interests, the 

more frequently will a majority be found of the same party; and the smaller the number of individuals composing 

a majority, and the smaller the compass within which they are placed, the more easily will they concert and 

execute their plans of oppression. Extend the sphere, and you take in a greater variety of parties and interests; 

you make it less probable that a majority of the whole will have a common motive to invade the rights of other 

citizens; or if such a common motive exists, it will be more difficult for all who feel it to discover their own 

strength, and to act in unison with each other. Besides other impediments, it may be remarked that, where there 

is a consciousness of unjust or dishonorable purposes, communication is always checked by distrust in proportion 

to the number whose concurrence is necessary.  

1. When Hamilton uses the word “factions,” who is he referring to?  What groups?  

  

2. Madison illustrates two methods for dealing with the violence of factions?  

  

3. Why won’t the two methods listed in question 2 not work?  

  

4. According to Hamilton what was the most common cause of faction?  

  

5. What “happy combination” does the federal system provide according to Madison?  



  

6. The smaller the society (state), more than likely common interest will occur but according toMadison what       

happens if you extend the sphere of the government (large republic)?  

  

  

  

Federalist Paper 23–Alexander Hamilton  

  

The principle purposes to be answered by Union are these — The common defense of the members —the 

preservation of the public peace as well as against internal convulsions as external attacks — the regulation of 

commerce with other nations and between the States — the superintendence of our intercourse, political and 

commercial, with foreign countries. Questions:  

  

1. According to Hamilton, what are the main purposes of forming a Union under the Constitution? Make a list       

in your own words.  

  

2. Do the majority of Hamilton’s purposes relate to domestic or to foreign affairs?  

  

3. Which one of Hamilton’s purposes do you think is the most important for the United States today?          Explain 

your answer in about 100 words  

  

Federalist Paper 47–James Madison  

  

The accumulation of all powers legislative, executive and judiciary in the same hands, whether of one, a few or 

many, and whether hereditary, self appointed, or elective, may justly be pronounced the very definition of tyranny.  

  

Questions:  

  

1. According to this excerpt, do you think Madison supported or opposed the principle of “separation of       

powers”? (Research this term if you are not familiar with it.)  

  

2. Why do you think Madison held this view of the “separation of powers”?  

  

3. In about 100 words, describe a government in which all legislative, executive and judicial power is in the        

hands of one person or a single small group.  

  

  

Federalist Paper 51–James Madison  

  

In order to lay a due foundation for that separate and distinct exercise of the different powers of government, 

which to a certain extent is admitted on all hands to be essential to the preservation of liberty, it is evident that 

each department should have a will of its own; and consequently should be so constituted that the members of 

each should have as little agency as possible in the appointment of the members of the others. Were this principle 

rigorously adhered to, it would require that all the appointments for the supreme executive, legislative, and 

judiciary magistracies should be drawn from the same fountain of authority, the people,…  

  

Some deviations, therefore, from the principle must be admitted. In the constitution of the judiciary department 

in particular, it might be inexpedient to insist rigorously on the principle: first, because peculiar qualifications 

being essential in the members, the primary consideration ought to be to select that mode of choice which best 



secures these qualifications; secondly, because the permanent tenure by which the appointments are held in that 

department, must soon destroy all sense of dependence on the authority conferring them.  

  

But the great security against a gradual concentration of the several powers in the same department, consists in 

giving to those who administer each department the necessary constitutional means and personal motives to resist 

encroachments of the others. The provision for defense must in this, as in all other cases, be made commensurate 

to the danger of attack. Ambition must be made to counteract ambition. The interest of the man must be connected 

with the constitutional rights of the place. It may be a reflection on human nature, that such devices should be 

necessary to control the abuses of government. But what is government itself, but the greatest of all reflections 

on human nature? If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither 

external nor internal controls on government would be necessary. In framing a government  

which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: You must first enable the government 

to control the governed; and in the next place, oblige it to control itself.  

  

We see it particularly displayed in all the subordinate distributions of power, where the constant aim is to divide 

and arrange the several offices in such a manner as that each may be a check on the other -- that the private 

interest of every individual may be a sentinel over the public rights.  

  

Questions:  

  

1. According to Madison what is the best way to ensure the independence of the branches of government?  

  

2. To ensure the independence of the branches, who should select the members of each department (branch)          

according to Madison?  

  

3. Based on your answer in number 2, which branch would this not work for?  Why?  

  

4. Even though judges are appointed, what renders them independent of the other branches?  

  

5. Which of the following statements would Madison agree with based on his views in the above excerpt? a. 

Government is necessary.  

b. The people should elect government leaders who act like angels.  

c. Elected government officials should be controlled by a system of “checks and balances.” (Refer to        

your government textbook if you are not familiar with this term.  

  

6. What would you say was Madison’s general opinion of people in government: angels? devils? something        

else?  

  

7. Find and describe five examples of “checks and balances” in the Constitution (you should have this from the        

previous assignment, reading the Constitution).   

  

Federalist Paper 72–Alexander Hamilton  

  

The original intent of the Constitution was to place no limit on the number of times an individual could be elected 

president. However, after Franklin D. Roosevelt won four presidential elections in a row, a constitutional 

amendment (the 22nd) was passed limiting a person to two terms as president. In the following selection, 

Hamilton argues against limiting the number of presidential terms.  

  



[An] ill effect of the exclusion would be depriving the community of the advantage of the experience gained by 

the chief magistrate in the exercise of his office. That experience is the parent of wisdom is an adage, the truth of 

which is recognized by the wisest as well as the simplest of mankind. What more desirable or more essential than 

this quality in the government of nations?  

  

Questions:  

  

1. What argument does Hamilton give against limiting the number of times a person may be elected president?  

  

2. What could have been one of the arguments used by those who proposed the 22nd Amendment?  

  

3. President Reagan remarked that there should not be a limit on the number of times a person may serve as       

president. Do you agree we should go back to the original intent of the Constitution and allow individuals to        

be elected for any number of presidential terms? Explain your answer in about 100 words.  

  

Federalist Paper 78–Alexander Hamilton  

  

“If then the courts of justice are to be considered as the bulwarks of a limited constitution against legislative 

encroachments, this consideration will afford a strong argument for the permanent tenure of judicial offices, since 

nothing will contribute so much as this to that independent spirit in the judges, which must be essential to the 

faithful performance of so arduous a duty.  This independence of the judges is equally requisite to guard the 

constitution and the rights of individuals from the effects of . . . designing men.”  

  

Questions:  

  

1. What does Hamilton mean by “the permanent tenure of judicial offices”? Does Hamilton support or 

oppose this idea?  

  

2. What does Hamilton mean when he says that an “independent spirit in the judges” is essential for them  

to do their duty?  

  

  


