
AP Biology Summer Homework 2015 Welcome to AP Biology! These assignments represent the first 500 points you earn in the 
class and will prepare you for the challenging and interesting year we have ahead of us. You should expect to have a variety of 
activities that will test what you have learned by completing your summer homework. These tests and activities will represent test 
grades and assignment grades. If you expect to be successful in AP Biology, it is wise to learn now that we do EVERYTHING we are 
told to do. We are always prepared and we take the business of learning Biology seriously. I understand that there are always real life 
issues that attempt to get in the way of what we are trying to accomplish but successful students push past the difficulty and refuse to 
make excuses. That is what I am expecting of you. Read the entire packet of directions now. Then start gathering the supplies and 
making your plans to begin. Feel free to email me with questions. You can also text me at 925 522 6307. I have unlimited texting and it 
is fine to text me anytime. If I am not available or am out of range I will respond when I am able. Don't worry about the time or whether I 
might be busy, if I am I will not answer until I can. I never answer the phone though so if you really can't text or email, then leave a 
message and wait a week for a response. Enjoy summer and learn a lot, --Ms. Moreno READ ALL ASSIGNMENTS NOW SO YOU 
KNOW HOW TO PLAN! START THE PLANTS ASAP!! READ and FOLLOW ALL Directions! All responses in summer HW must be 
original and hand-written.   
Assignment #1: DUE BY 6/30/15 at 11:59pm (set up a professional sounding email address with Google right now. This will 
make your AP Biology life tons easier if you just follow my advice now) 
Send me a ONE PAGE/250 word email in the form of a letter in which you include the following information in the body of the email 
NOT as an attachment : 

• A description of yourself as a student: strengths, weaknesses, habits 
• Your preparation thus far for College. (A-G requirements, GPA, community service activities, internships, personal statement, 

SAT/ACT) You MUST be in the process of completing A-G's and making up D's!) 
• Where will you be applying? Do you know how the application process works?  
• What are you looking forward to the most in AP Biology?  
• What are you most anxious/concerned/worried about in AP Biology?  
• Ask me any clarifying questions regarding the Summer Homework requirements. 

Send to: 12nataliemoreno99@gmail.com           Subject: AP Biology  2015 Intro Letter from Your Name (your real name) 
Make sure you check your email regularly since this will be a form of communication between us all year long.  
Assignment #2: DUE BY 6/30/15 at 11:59pm: SIGN UP FOR REMIND  
To sign up for AP Biology PHS Moreno 2015-2016 notifications: To receive messages via text, Text:  @538ceb  To: 81010.  
Use your REAL first and last name. 
Assignment #3: DUE BY 6/30/15 at 11:59pm: SIGN UP on www.edpuzzle.com 
1. Go to: www.edpuzzle.com and click on the I'm a new student  button.  
2. Click on: Sign up with Google 
3. Continue to follow the directions. The class code is: bovD1L The class name is: AP Biology PHS Moreno 2015-2016 
Assignment#4:  DUE BY 8/1/15 at 11:59pm We will use the edpuzzle site to complete our video series. You must complete all videos 
by the due date listed on the site. If you don't watch the video through this site then you don't get credit for the assignment. 
You will complete detailed notes in the following manner:  
1. Write the title of each video at the top of the page. Use one page front and back per video for notes. 
2. Go to the edpuzzle.com site, sign in and watch the 8 assigned videos. The video does not allow you to skip. 
3. Set up one sheet per video for organized notes and diagrams. You may need to pause the videos in order to take thorough notes.  
This part can be open ended in your own style but you must be sure to define words and draw diagrams.  
4. After you are done with the notes for one video, add color and/or highlighting to emphasize the important points. 
5. These videos are an important part of our flipped classroom style and it is imperative that you spend time learning by actively 
viewing them. Your notes should represent 30 minutes to an hour worth of review and study therefore, at least one full page front and 
back must be filled. You must write by hand. No typed notes are allowed. ”I hope that was helpful” Place the notes in your binder. 
 
Assignment#5: Read your Inner Fish and complete the reading logs.  DUE on the 1st day of class. Place these in your 
BINDER. Obtain a copy of the book Your Inner Fish  The book costs about 11-14 dollars at Barnes and Noble but you can get it 
cheaper on-line or at a used bookstore or library. If you do not mind reading via an electronic copy, I will send the pdf file for the book in 
my reply email on July 1st. Read the entire book and create a reading log in the following manner: 

1. For each chapter, select an image that connects to the topic of that chapter. Explain the connection between the image and the 
topic. You will need to have a copy of the picture attached to the paper that you write your response on. Also cite the source for the 
picture. Do not email this. You can include information from other sources. You will use one page per chapter for this part of the 
assignment. You must write a 1/2 page for each chapter. 
 



2.Consider the “disputable statements” listed below for each chapter and respond to it based on what you have read in the book and 
know about evolution.  Again, you can use additional sources but make sure to use citations. Write a 1/2 page response on a separate 
page for each chapter.  
Disputable Statements  Definition of dispute - A disagreement, argument, or debate  
Chapter 1  Finding Your Inner Fish 
Dispute:  Most living organisms fossilize after death, so fossils in exemplary condition are easily found all over the world.   
Chapter 2  Getting a Grip 
Dispute:  Humans and fish are nothing alike:  we have hands with fingers, they have fins.   
Chapter 3  Handy Genes 
Dispute:  Each cell in a human body contains a unique set of DNA.  This allows some cells to build muscle or skin and some cells to 
become arms versus fingers.  
Chapter 4  Teeth Everywhere 
Dispute:  Teeth evolved through time, after bones, as they became a beneficial adaptation for protection against predation.   
Chapter 5  Getting Ahead 
Dispute:  Humans and sharks both have four gill arches as embryos, but the germ layers and arches develop into unrelated structures 
in each organism.  
Chapter 6  The Best-Laid (Body) Plans 
Dispute:  Scientists work in isolation:  it is counter-productive to repeat another scientist’s experiments or to consider research that is 
not directly related to the organism you are studying.  
Chapter 7 Adventures in Bodybuilding 
Dispute:  All tissues in the human body are made of similar cells that connect to each other in similar fashion.  
Chapter 8  Making Scents 
Dispute: There are few genes dedicated to olfactory sense and they are similar in all organisms capable of detecting smell.  
Chapter 9  Vision 
Dispute:  All organisms with vision have similar eyes and similar vision genes.  
Chapter 10  Ears 
Dispute:  In humans, eyes and ears function independently of one another; sensation in one does not affect sensation in the other.  
Chapter 11 The Meaning of It All 
Dispute:  Maladies of the human body are not related to our evolutionary past.  
 
Bring the book and your reading log  to class on the first day. REALLY read the book as opposed to BOGUS read it. BOGUS reading is 
when you pretend you read it but actually you looked up answers on the internet or hunted through the book just to find the answers. 
We NEVER do that! EVER! I guarantee you it will be obvious to all of us if you don't actually read it. For those of you that would never 
dream of doing such a thing, I apologize for the diversion. You will have a presentation and test on what you read during the first week. 
Bring the book to class with you for at least the first 2 weeks..  
 
Assignment #6: SET UP YOUR BINDER AND BRING SUPPLIES BY THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS 
Based on feedback from successful students, we will start by keeping a detailed, up-to-date, organized study binder that will make 
exam prep a less daunting task and we expect to yield even better results. 
You need a 1 inch Binder. 
Set up 6 Dividers like this: (you can make your own) 

1. Video Notes 
2. Crash Course Notes 
3. Your Inner Fish Reading Logs 

4. Handouts 
5. Lab Investigation Forms 
6. Lab Notes 

Supplies to Bring: 
• Crash Course in AP Biology 

any edition from 2014 or 2015 
(see the picture) 

• Composition Notebook that 
contains only Graph paper 

• 100 + sheets of Notebook 
paper 

• highlighters 
• ruler 
• 4 function calculator (simple 

kind) 
• markers/crayons/colored 

pencils 

• scissors 
• glue/tape 
• three-hole punch that fits in 

your binder 
 

 
 
 
 



Assignment #7 
AP BIOLOGY SUMMER ASSIGNMENT SCAVENGER HUNT 
FIND AND TAKE A “SELFIE” WITH EACH ITEM. IF YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT IT IS THEN GOOGLE IT!  EACH OBJECT CAN 
ONLY COUNT FOR ONE ITEM ON THE LIST. CREATE A SLIDE SHOW WITH THE IMAGES AND DESCRIPTIONS. YOU NEED 
TO BE IN THE SHOT! NO TAKING IMAGES OFF THE INTERNET! Group selfies can be used for up to 10 items but each person 
needs their own picture for their slide show. EMAIL THIS TO ME BY THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS.  
1. commensalism 
2. an arachnid 
3. a non-flying insect 
4. mutualism 
5. an annelid 
6. evidence of decomposition 
7. a population 
8. a community 
9. an example of 1o growth in plants  
10. evidence of cellular respiration  
11. a feather (detached from a bird)  
12. an ecosystem 
13. a fungus 
14. moss 
15. a gall 
16. a monocot leaf 
17. a dicot leaf 

18. an animal track 
19. a simple food chain 
20. Batesian mimicry 
21. Mullerian mimicry 
22. a wind-dispersed seed 
23. an animal dispersed seed 
24. a biotic factor 
25. geotropism 
26. an example of cryptic coloration  
27. parasitism 
28. an abiotic factor 
29. an autotroph 
30. a primary consumer  
31. a primary succession  
32. a fruit 
33. a flower 
34. a gymnosperm 

35. an example of 2° growth in plants  
36. a bird 
37. growth rings 
38. an amphibian 
39. something made of keratin 
40. something made of chitin 
41. something made of cellulose 
42. an example of thigmotropism 
43. a sporophyte 
44. an arthropod 
45. secondary succession 
46. a reptile 
47. an endotherm 
48. a fish 
49. a lichen 
50. phototropism 

  
Assignment #8: Read the Evolution Chapter of Crash Course. Take approximately 2-3 pages of detailed notes, similar in style 
to your video notes. Place this in your binder.  
 
Assignment #9: You will create your own AP Biology blog on www.blogspot.com, this is separate from any personal blogs you may 
have. I will reply to Assignment #1 on July 1st with information on how to link your blog to the main class blog and the procedures for 
the summer blogging requirements. Throughout the year you will use this blog to share data, make comments, ask questions and 
complete assignments. Remember this must be school appropriate and contain your real name. 
 
Agenda for First Week of School 

• Exam related to all assignments 
• Discussion Forum/Soiree related to all assignments 
• Binder  and Materials Check 
• Lab Notebook Set-up 
• Pre-Lab Discussion/Set-up  
• Group presentations on Your Inner Fish 
• Presentations of  Scavenger hunt results. 

 

http://www.blogspot.com/


 


